Rick Macias (Left)
What city were you born? Describe childhood.
I was born in El Paso, Texas and lived there most of my life until I went to "play soldier" for a "few" years. Had a very active childhood centered on school, family and friends. Always active.
What did you want to be when you were growing up?

Since I was young, I always wanted to be an engineer. I have always been intrigued by figuring out how and why things work like they do. Initially started out as a Mechanical Engineer
What were your worst job/ favorite job?

My favorite job was that of being a Soldier for those "few" years.
What are some of your pet peeves?
Some of my pet peeves include inconsiderate people, Bullies and general lack of respect especially towards some of our Senior citizens.
What are some of your hobbies?
I enjoy boating, fishing, camping and just generally doing things outdoors.
When did you decide to be an engineer and why?

Since I started high school and got into the math and the sciences, I started looking into how to best apply what I was learning.
What has been your most memorable experience at UTEP?

Coming back after my 25 year hiatus and walking into the new library.....first smell upon entering was that of freshly brewed coffee! I knew that I was Home! :-)  
Is there a professor you feel made a difference in your path?
As with the rest of our educational path; every teacher and professor has influenced our current career whether we choose to admit it or not. Without each and everyone, we wouldn't be where we are today.
What are your future goals once you graduate in December of 2011?
To apply what I've learned here at UTEP and go out to make a difference. It is our way of giving back to the community.
Manny Valenzuela (Middle)
What city were you born? Describe childhood

I was born and raised in El Paso, Texas; blessed with a wonderful mother and father and with two siblings; an older brother and a younger sister.
What did you want to be when you were growing up?

Growing up I wanted to be what most kids wanted to be a cop, firefighter, and of course a power ranger. 
What were your worst job/ favorite job?

My worst job so far has to be working at Arby’s and my favorite job is my current job working at the airport.
What are some of your hobbies?

I can’t say I have many hobbies work and school pretty much take up all my time. However I enjoy playing any kind of sport when given the time.
What are some of your pet peeves?

My biggest pet peeve would have to be slow drivers.
When did you decide to be an engineer and why?

I’ve always really liked math and I realized in High School through an engineering internship that engineers deal greatly with math, so I kind of just fell into it.
What has been your most memorable experience at UTEP?

Tail Gating with all my friends and going to the UTEP football games would have to be my most memorable experience.

Is there a professor you feel made a difference in your path?

I have yet to connect on that level with a professor. 
What are your future goals once you graduate in December of 2011?

Hopefully becoming a contractor and owning my own company
Danniel Rodriguez (Right)
I was born and raised in El Paso, Texas and am a first generation Mexican-American.  I spent my childhood summers and holidays assisting my father in remodeling homes and doing everything from tile to roofing.  It was hard work as a kid, but this experience set the foundation for my aspirations as a civil engineer.  As a teenager I stared off making a few dollars by making animal balloons and juggling at kids parties.  I then moved my way up the "job ladder", where I am currently a research assistant at the Center for Transportation Infrastructure Systems, a university level research center.  When I am not studying or working, I enjoy playing basketball on my spare time and participating in activities at my parish.  My most memorable experience at UTEP was leading/coordinating the Excellence in Technology, Engineering and Science (ExciTES) Summer Institute and exposing youth of the greater El Paso County to UTEP engineering through this program.  I have had the privilege of having great engineering professors here at UTEP that have supplemented my education and prepared me to tackle any engineering task the future holds in store for me.  Upon completion of my undergraduate degree; I plan on pursuing a graduate degree in Civil Engineering.   

Martin Vaclavik (Not Featured in Photo) 
What city were you born? Describe childhood. 
I was born in Česká Lípa on 3/16/88. I grew up in my home town Kamenický Šenov and I was happy child. I had played soccer for 10 years but I recruited to basketball when I was 18. I was all right in school and I travelled with my family.
What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
Soccer player.
What were your worst job/ favorite job? 
My worst job was preparing hamburgers at ice-hockey stadium. My favorite job was helping my father in his job.
What are some of your hobbies? 
Basketball, parties, studying new things.
What are some of your pets? 
I have a coral snake and a trap-door spider; I used to have a parrot
When did you decide to be an engineer and why? 
I decided when I was 16, I thought about what I liked and the result was Civil Engineering.
What has been your most memorable experience at UTEP? 
My head injury has been the worst memorable experience. The best one has been a basketball game.
Is there a professor you feel made a difference in your path? 
Not really.
What are your future goals once you graduate in December of 2011? 
I will graduate in Czech Republic in May 2012, and my goals are to continue in studies and join basketball university team in Prague, and finally, find a job and start my engineering career.
